
 

Multi-State Advanced Manufacturing Consortium 
 

US DOL SPONSORED TAACCCT GRANT: TC23767 

RELEASE DATE 09/01/2015 

VERSION v 001 

PAGE 1 of 2 

How To Guide:   
How many people are completing programs in neighboring colleges? 

 

20150901_v001_msamc_how_to_determine_program_completion_rates found in Resources by 
 the M-SAMC Multi-State Advanced Manufacturing Consortium www.msamc.org is licensed under a  

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 

All institutions of higher education submit information about their completers to the US Department of 
Education’s National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). These data are then compiled into NCES’ 
Integrated Post-secondary Education Data System (IPEDS). You can access IPEDS data through NCES’ 
College Navigator Tool. One of the many things this tool can do is help college staff determine the 
output of college programs at their neighboring schools. This will allow them to quickly assess the 
capacity and output of their neighboring or competing colleges. For this example, we are going to look 
at the number of students completing welding degrees or certificates in the Danville, VA region. 
 

1. Go to http://nces.ed.gov/  
 

2. Under the Data & Tools tab at the top of the page, click on Search Tools. 
 

3. On the Search Tools page, click on the “College Navigator”. This will take you to the College 
Navigator Search Tool.  
 

4. Begin by adding some information into the filters.  
a. First enter the Zip Code for Danville Community College (24541) into the Zip Code box, 

and then select the radius around which you want to search (25 miles). 
b. Second, click on the button that says “Browse for Programs”. A box will appear. In the 

middle of this box you will see a Programs/Majors search box. Type Welding into the 
box. After you do this you will see those programs that contain welding in the title. Use 
the +add button to add “Welding Technology/Welding”. After you have done this close 
the pop up box. 
 

5. Once you have set these filters press the Show Results button at the bottom of the left column. 
 

6. In this example, two colleges appear—Danville Community College and Rockingham Community 
College in North Carolina that is approximately 21 miles away from our selected Zip Code. 
 

7. Click on the Danville Community College link, once you have done that click on the option for 
PROGRAMS/MAJORS. This will show all the completers by degree level. If you scroll to the 
bottom of that list you will see Welding/Welding Technology highlighted in Yellow. It shows that 
in 2013-2014, 15 people completed certificates of less than one year and 13 people completed 
certificates of longer than one year, but less than 2 years.  
 

8. Now hit the back button to the results page with the links to Danville CC and Rockingham CC. 
Click on the link for Rockingham Community College, and after doing so again click on the 
PROGRAMS/MAJORS link. Again scroll to the bottom of the page where Welding/Welding 
Technology is highlighted in Yellow. Here you will see that 17 people completed certificates of 
less than 1 year in this field. 
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SAFETY DISCLAIMER: 

M-SAMC educational resources are in no way meant to be a substitute for occupational safety and 

health standards. No guarantee is made to resource thoroughness, statutory or regulatory compliance, 

and related media may depict situations that are not in compliance with OSHA and other safety 

requirements. It is the responsibility of educators/employers and their students/employees, or anybody 

using our resources, to comply fully with all pertinent OSHA, and any other, rules and regulations in any 

jurisdiction in which they learn/work.  M-SAMC will not be liable for any damages or other claims and 

demands arising out of the use of these educational resources.  By using these resources, the user 

releases the Multi-State Advanced Manufacturing Consortium and participating educational institutions 

and their respective Boards, individual trustees, employees, contractors, and sub-contractors from any 

liability for injuries resulting from the use of the educational resources. 

DOL DISCLAIMER: 

This product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and 

Training Administration. The product was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the 

official position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees, 

warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including 

any information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its 

completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. 

RELEVANCY REMINDER: 

M-SAMC resources reflect a shared understanding of grant partners at the time of development. In 

keeping with our industry and college partner requirements, our products are continuously improved. 

Updated versions of our work can be found here:   http://www.msamc.org/resources.html. 
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